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Disclaimer 

This report is part of the outputs under the USAID Bureau of Humanitarian Assistance funded project 

“Strengthening National Level Coordination and Collaboration for more effective Disaster Risk Reduction 

(DRR) Interventions in Bangladesh”.  

The findings, interpretations and conclusions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the views of 

IOM, its Member States, USAID or other donors. The designations employed and the presentation of 

material throughout the work do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IOM 

concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area, or of its authorities, or concering its 

frontiers or boundaries. 

This document was produced with the financial assistance of USAID. The views expressed herein can in 

no way be taken to reflect the official opinion of USAID.  
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INTRODUCTION 

The sub-district of Koyra, within the district of Khulna, is often faced with cyclones, storm surges and 

other climatic stressors. Cyclone Aila in 2009, for example, caused extensive displacement in the 

region due to the storm surge and long-term flooding that accompanied it with over 175,000 homes 

being destroyed1 leading to displacement of people in the area. Fourteen years on from Aila, further 

cases of internal displacement due to various hazard events have taken place, such as Amphan in 2020. 

There is limited information available on people who have been displaced due disaster in this area and 

their key needs and vulnerabilities. 

This assessment was undertaken by IOM under the overall leadership of the Displacement 

Management Cluster (DMC)2, with the support of USAID’s Bureau of Humanitarian Assistance (BHA) 

to identify the locations, needs, and challenges of households which were displaced due to various 

disasters.  

SUMMARY OF KEY FINDINGS 

1. 

Disaster displaced households at Koyra can 

be categorized into two groups – those who 

currently have ownership of their homes or 

land where they reside and those without – 

however both require support to achieve 

durable solutions. 

 5. 

Seventy-five per cent households living in 

owned and rented shelters and eighty-six 

per cent households residing in emergency 

and temporary shelters responded that 

there has been a major negative change in 

livelihood opportunities following 

displacement, primarily due to loss of 

productive assets. 

2. 

The key needs ranked by displaced people 

who are currently living in emergency or 

temporary housing were shelter, sanitation 

and health. For those living in owned or 

rented housing, the key needs were 

sanitation, shelter and water.  

 6. 

Seventy-nine per cent of the displaced 

families responded that they are in need of 

capacity building in order to improve their 

livelihood conditions. 

3. 
Eight per cent of displaced households lost 

access to safety net programmes after 

displacement. 

 7. 

Fifty-five per cent of the displaced families 

mentioned that they did not receive 

support following displacement, which 

includes cash or in-kind support to help 

manage the effects of displacement. 

 

4. 

Improved shelters, latrines and access to 

clean drinking water were highlighted by 

households that had been displaced.  

 

 8. 
Majority of the displaced population feel 

unsafe while using toilets and bathing 

spaces. 

 

1 Reuters, May 27, 2009 – “Millions displaced by cyclone in India, Bangladesh” 
2 The DMC is led by the Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief (MoDMR) and co-led by IOM. 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-cyclone-india-bangladesh-idUSTRE54Q27620090527


DISASTER DISPLACEMENT – NEEDS AND CHALLENGES OF LONG-TERM DISPLACED HOUSEHOLDS IN 

KOYRA UPAZILA OF KHULNA DISTRICT  

2 

 

 

 

METHODOLOGY AND DATA COLLECTION 

The methodology was developed based on IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) methodology 

and was customized according to the context in Bangladesh. The study design included 

a primary snapshot of the number of total displaced households and their locations 

collected from key informant interviews (KIIs) at the union and village levels 

followed by an in-depth household survey conducted with a representative 

sample. Structured questionnaires were developed and piloted at the Union, 

Village and Household levels to include different perspectives and ensure 

that a holistic representation of long-term displacement could be deduced. 

Primary data collection took place between June-August 2023.  

Experienced enumerators were selected and trained on the tools and data 

collection methodology. Enumerators commenced with the union level key 

informant interviews, targeting elected local government representatives such as 

Union Parishad Chairpersons or members of the Union Parishad where possible. 

The union level representatives were asked about the existence and location of 

people who were displaced due to disasters in their particular union.  

Following the union level KIIs, all villages in the upazila were visited and village level KIIs were 

conducted with community representatives in order to substantiate the information received from 

the Union Parishad. Following this, a household level survey was conducted with a representative 

number of disaster displaced households in every village where people who were displaced due to 

disaster currently live.  

During the course of the study, it became evident that displaced people identified by the Union officials 

and Village representatives during the KIIs can be divided roughly into two categories: 

1) People who live in Owned and Rented Housing- People who own the land/house they are currently 

living on or are living in rented accommodations (and are able to pay rent) 

2) People who live in Emergency and Temporary Housing- People who are in temporary housing 

(currently living in makeshift housing on government owned or private land of which they do not have 

legal ownership of, or in informal settlements or living with relatives, friends or family). 

The study included questions regarding the displaced population’s causes of displacement, their needs 

and challenges related to livelihood, WASH, protection and security. Access to services and support 

and their intentions to return were also explored. 

7 Union Level 

KIIs

126 Village 

Level KII

210 Household 

Surveys
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ASSESSED LOCATIONS – DISASTER DISPLACEMENT MAP AND OVERVIEW 

Maps of a) Khulna showing location of Koyra, b) Koyra showing geographic distribution of households displaced due to disaster. 

 

*The figures are an estimate based on the KIIs conducted at the Union level and Village level. A minimum of two KIIs were conducted at the village level and the higher number considered.   

Disclaimer: The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.  

 

(a) (b) 
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SURVEY FINDINGS 

CAUSES OF DISPLACEMENT  

MAJOR DISASTER EVENT(S) LEADING TO THE DISPLACEMENT 

 

DESTINATION 

Majority of the displaced households were displaced within the same village (87% households with 

emergency and temporary shelter and 65% households with owned and rented shelter). 

 

 

62%

36%

2%

Cyclone/Storm Riverbank Erosion Flood
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TOP 5 CAUSES OF DISPLACEMENT AT PLACE OF ORIGIN  

 

 

OVERALL NEEDS AND CHALLENGES 

KEY CHALLENGES FACED SINCE DISPLACEMENT 

The following are the top five key challenges faced by households displaced due to disaster after 

displacement.  

 

Owned & Rented Causes of Displacement Emergency & Temporary

44% Destroyed shelter due to disaster/specific climatic events 43%

29% Loss of livelihood: equipment, livestock, fishing boat, net 32%

17% Destroyed agricultural land 13%

9% Poverty and landlessness 9%

1% Unsanitary conditions, polluted drinking water 2%

23%

20%

15%

12%

8%

23%
22%

9%

13%

9%

Financial problems Sanitation and

hygiene

Debt Water Unemployment

Owned and Rented

Emergency and Temporary
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KEY NEEDS 

When asked to specify their needs further, the disaster displaced households mentioned the following.  

 

NEEDS RANKING 

Disaster displaced households were asked to rate their top needs according to priority. Their answers 

are summarized below, on a scale of One to Five, with Five being the highest need. Those in emergency 

and temporary shelters showed a greater need for shelter, water, and sanitation.  

Owned & Rented Emergency & Temporary 

Sanitation Shelter Support 

Shelter Support Sanitation 

Water Health 

Health Water 

Food Food 

NFI (Non-Food Items) NFI (Non-Food Items) 

Protection (for an example support for elderly 

people, pregnant & lactating mother etc.) 
Protection (for an example support for elderly 

people, pregnant & lactating mother etc.) 
 

Legend 

 

<=2.0 2.1-2.5 2.6-3.0 3.1-3.5 >3.5 

30%

29%

22%

8%

4%

Improved shelters

Improved sanitation

Pure drinking water

Access to livelihood

training

Improved access to

healthcare

Owned & Rented

30%

26%

20%

15%

3%

Improved sanitation

Improved shelters

Pure drinking water

Access to livelihood

training

Improved access to

healthcare

Emergency & Temporary 
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LIVELIHOOD  

Overall, 75 per cent of households with owned and rented shelter and 86 per cent households with 

emergency and temporary shelter responded that there has been a major change in livelihood 

opportunities following displacement, with opportunities being negatively impacted primarily due to 

the loss of productive assets. 

AVERAGE INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 

Average income and expenditure are stated as Bangladeshi Taka per month. 

MAJOR EMPLOYMENT SECTORS OF DISPLACED HOUSEHOLDS 

The following table shows the professions that the main earning members are currently engaged in.  

 

 

 
Owned & Rented Emergency & Temporary 

Previous Current Previous Current 

Average Income (BDT/month) 7,525 8,500  7,244 7,411  

Average Expenditure (BDT/month) 6,692 8,467  5,911 7,533 

45.5%

30.5%

10%

3%

3%

8%

Day labour

Fishing

Agriculture/Forestry

Construction

Wholesale and retail trade

and business

Other

Owned & Rented

43%

40%

7%

4%

3%

3%

Fishing

Day labour

Agriculture/Forestry

Construction

Domestic work

Other

Emergency & Temporary
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NEED FOR CAPACITY BUILDING 

Seventy-nine per cent of displaced households living in owned and rented shelters and seventy-eight 

per cent of households living in emergency and temporary households responded that they are in 

need of capacity building in order to improve their livelihood conditions.  

 

ASSETS LOST DUE TO DISPLACEMENT 

 

28%

20%

19%

15%

13%

2%

2%

31%

19%

15%

18%

11%

2%

2%

House

Livestock

Land

Furniture

Pond

Agricultural equipment

Tube well

Owned & Rented Emergency & Temporary

79%

2%

19%

Owned & Rented

Agree Disagree Undecided

78%

3%

19%

Emergency & Temporary

Agree Disagree Undecided
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ACCESS TO ELECTRICITY 

Three per cent households in owned and rented shelters and sixteen per cent living in emergency and 

temporary shelters do not have access to electricity.   

 

MAIN CONSTRUCTION MATERIAL OF ROOF AND WALLS  

Walls of emergency and temporary shelters are mostly (36%) made of wood, followed by corrugated 

iron (CI) sheets (28%). Most owned and rented homes had walls made of wood (38%) and CI sheets 

(35%). CI sheets were the most commonly used material for roofing both for owned and rented 

shelter households (88%), and emergency and temporary shelter households (69%). It was notable 

that emergency and temporary households used thatching (27%) for their roofing material. 

16%

84%

Emergency & Temporary

No Yes

3%

97%

Owned & Rented

No Yes

82%

17%

38%
35%

13%
8% 7%

69%

27%

36%

28% 27%

0%
6%

CI sheet (tin) Thatched Wood Shingles CI sheet (tin) Thatched Brick/concrete Soil or Mud

Owned & Rented Emergency & Temporary

Roof Materials Wall Materials 
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WASH 

MAIN SOURCES OF DRINKING WATER 

 

WATER PURIFICATION 

It was notable that on average 94 per cent households do not purify their drinking water before 

drinking with the reasons for not purifying drinking water varied. Of those living in owned and rented 

shelters, 88% responded that the water is clean enough and 11% responded that they cannot afford 

to purify. Of those living in emergency and temporary shelters, 82% responded that the water is clean 

enough and 18% responded that they cannot afford to purify.  

 

No disaster displaced households living in emergency and temporary shelters said that they had to pay 

for drinking water monthly. On the other hand, 6% owned and rented shelter households pay an 

average of BDT 571 monthly for drinking water. 

94%

91%

6%

9%

Owned & Rented

Emergency & Temporary

No Yes

64%

13%

12%

3%

3%

Tube well

Rainwater

Pond

PSF (Pond Sand Filter)

Supply water

Owned & Rented

77%

11%

9%

2%

1%

Tube well

Rainwater

Pond

River water

PSF (Pond Sand Filter)

Emergency & Temporary 
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SOURCES OF WATER USED FOR OTHER PURPOSES (BATHING, WASHING CLOTHES, ETC.) 

 

ACCESS TO BATHING FACILITIES AND LATRINES 

 

BATHING FACILITY TYPES 

It was found that those who had access to shared bathing areas mostly used ponds (owned and rented, 

57%; emergency and temporary 41%), rivers (owned and rented, 33%; emergency and temporary 42%), 

and tube wells (owned and rented, 9%; emergency and temporary 17%). 

53%40%

5%

2%

Owned & Rented

Pond Tube well River water Rainwater

50%

35%

13%

2%

Emergency & Temporary

Tube well Pond River water Rainwater

Yes- Shared - 77%

Yes- Shared - 81%

Yes- Private - 20%

Yes- Private - 6%

No - 3%

No - 13%

Yes – Shared - 27%

Yes – Shared - 23%

Yes – Private - 71%

Yes – Private - 76%

No - 2%

No - 1%

Owned & Rented 

Emergency & Temporary 

Owned & Rented 

Emergency & Temporary 
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LATRINE TYPES 

PROTECTION AND SECURITY 

SENSE OF SECURITY FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN 

Sixty-nine per cent of emergency and temporary shelter households perceive the safety for women 

and children to be partially safe to safe, with twenty-seven per cent considering the area to be unsafe. 

Comparatively, it was found that those who are in owned or rented shelters consider the sense of 

security to be marginally better. 

It was found that none of the latrines and bathing facilities used by HHs in emergency and temporary 

shelters were segregated for men and women. Bathing areas were seldom attached to households and 

were often located away from the compounds. No bathing facilities or latrines had doors with locks. 

 

Displaced households on average reported feeling a low sense of security when bathing or when using 

the latrine facilities. It was noted that those in emergency and temporary houses considered WASH 

facilities to be more unsafe. 

 

3%

71%

26%

3%

69%

27%

Safe Partially Safe Unsafe

Owned & Rented

Emergency & Temporary

85%

8%

7%

Emergency & Temporary

Kuccha (with ring)

Open ditch (no

ring)

Pucca (with ring

and brick built)
87%

8%

5%

Owned & Rented

Kuccha (with ring)

Pucca (with ring and

brick built)
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CHALLENGES IN TERMS OF SAFETY AND SECURITY 

Regarding safety and overall security concerns, the following was related by the disaster displaced 

households.  

 

ACCESS TO SERVICES AND SUPPORT 

SOURCES OF SUPPORT RECEIVED 

More than half of the total displaced households that were surveyed (n=210) reported not receiving 

support either in cash or in kind after becoming displaced. Among those that received support, 55% 

reported that they received support from NGOs and 35% from the government. 

 

 

 

Owned & Rented Safety Concerns Emergency & Temporary

64% No challenge 55%

15% Theft/robbery 22%

12% Drug abuse 4%

9% Violence 16%

1% Gender based violence 3%

35%

55%

6%

4%

Government NGOs Don’t know Community people
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TOP 5 TYPES OF SUPPORT RECEIVED 

Households that received support reported the following:  

 

On average, those that received cash reported receiving on average around BDT 13,382 (owned and 

rented) and BDT 12,523 (emergency and temporary) after becoming displaced.  

SAFETY NET PROGRAMMES 

Forty-four per cent households in owned and rented shelters and thirty-two per cent households in 

emergency and temporary shelters said that they are part of safety net programmes in their current 

location.  

Among them, it was reported by four per cent of living in owned and rented shelters and fifteen per 

cent of emergency and temporary shelters that they had lost access to social safety net programmes 

after becoming displaced- with Vulnerable Group Feeding (VGF) and old age allowance being the most 

common programmes that were not accessible. 

25%

21%

13%
11% 11%

Cash Food Water tank Other NFIs (non-

food items)

Tents/building

materials

25%

22%

19%

9%

9%

16%

Old Age Allowance

Allowances for the Widow,

Deserted and Destitute

Women

Vulnerable Group Feeding

(VGF)

Gratuitous Relief (Food)

Allowances for the Financially

Insolvent Disabled

Other

Emergency & Temporary

28%

19%

18%

12%

9%

14%

Old Age Allowance

Vulnerable Group Feeding (VGF)

Gratuitous Relief (Food)

Allowances for the Financially

Insolvent Disabled

Allowances for the Widow,

Deserted and Destitute Women

Other

Owned & Rented
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INTENTIONS TO RETURN 

It was found that the majority of disaster displaced households wish to stay at the same location, even 

those in emergency and temporary housing. The main reasons for this were that there are no assets 

(48%), no family or connections (51%) and no employment opportunities (1%) left in the place of 

origin.  

CONCLUSION 

Although it was assumed displaced population who are currently living in a house/land that they own 

or have the ability to pay their rent will not be in need of interventions, the study revealed that they 

believe they have not reached durable solutions and as such, they require humanitarian and 

developmental assistance. It was found that the effects of displacement are long-lasting and targeted 

interventions are required in order to support them achieve durable solutions, in particular with 

WASH, shelter and livelihood. 
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ANNEX – I 

UNION LEVEL KII 
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ANNEX – II 

VILLAGE LEVEL KII 
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ANNEX – III 

HOUSEHOLD LEVEL SURVEY 
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